[image: image1.jpg]%;[UINCY
EDICAL

The Boston Medical Center Alliance For Quality
TOMORROW’S CARE TODAY





Effective March 3, 2008, Quincy Medical Center will become a smoke-free facility and campus.  There will be no smoking permitted anywhere in our buildings or on our grounds. As a health care institution, it is important to educate and model healthy behaviors.  Implementation of a smoke-free campus sends a clear message about our commitment to a healthy lifestyle.  This policy applies to all persons, including medical staff, employees, patients, visitors, students, vendors, contractors, and other guests. 

In addition to our obligation to provide a healthy, smoke free environment as a health care leader, we have an obligation to promote a smoke free environment because it leads to more successful patient outcomes. 

· Smoking is the leading cause of preventable illnesses and deaths in the United States; it is the major cause of hospital admissions and re-admissions. 
· Smoking is the leading cause of heart disease, cancer, stroke, and emphysema.
· Patients who smoke have twice the risk of wound infection than do non-smokers; are slower to heal after surgery or trauma; and have increased gastrointestinal, prenatal and orthopedic complications.
If you are planning to use our hospital services, or plan to visit our hospital after March 3, please visit our website as we will be posting information on how to prepare for a smoke free environment. Please talk with your doctors and family members as well. Our goal is to ensure that everyone is prepared and has the right tools to adjust to this change.

We welcome your input and are happy to answer your questions. Please feel free to contact us at 617-376-4017.  
