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QMC SEEKS TO REPLACE OUTDATED BOILER PLANT

Quincy, MA (January 8, 2009) – Quincy Medical Center is seeking a special permit from the City of Quincy to make much needed improvements to its boiler plant. The Hospital plans to use a portion of the proceeds from its Series 2007 Bonds to upgrade and refurbish parts of the facility as well as make certain technology upgrades, including the replacement of the circa 1952 Boiler Plant. The estimated cost of the project $2.5- 3 million.

The Power Plant Conversion/Upgrade will increase efficiency, reducing fuel consumption and allowing for both oil and gas fuel as alternatives. The project is expected to be completed in 2009 and will result in the following operational improvements:

· The black smoke that was an occasional event coming from the hospital’s 154’ smoke stack will no longer occur.

· The primary fuel source will be changed from #6 heavy fuel to natural gas.

· The existing underground storage of 30,000 gallons of #6 fuel oil will be discontinued and replaced with two separate 8,000-gallon diesel fuel tanks.  The diesel fuel is required by code as a back up fuel only.

· The 66 annual fuel deliveries by tanker truck of # 6 oil will cease and be replaced by fewer than three deliveries per year. 

· The two existing 1952 boilers will be shut down and decommissioned.  They will be replaced with two sets of three packaged boiler units.  One set of three boilers will be placed in a courtyard internal to the hospital complex.  The second set will be placed in small (1,100 sf) addition about the size of a three-car garage on the back of the hospital’s West Wing.
Quincy Medical Center is a 196-bed acute care community-teaching hospital providing South Shore residents with comprehensive medical and surgical services. The medical center’s Alliance for Quality with Boston Medical Center (BMC), formed in 1999, brings academic medicine to the community. At Quincy Medical Center, physicians from Boston Medical Center direct the departments of medicine, surgery, anesthesia, and emergency medicine. Additionally, physicians from BMC who are board-certified in a range of medical and surgical specialties work alongside community physicians to ensure the continuity of care. Quincy Medical Center is a leader in quality benchmarks both state and nationwide.
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