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Steward Health Care to participate as Medicare Pioneer 

Accountable Care Organization
New Model Designed to Offer Better Care to Beneficiaries Through 

Partnership with Medicare
Boston – December 19, 2011 - Steward Health Care LLC (Steward) today announced it has been selected to participate in the Pioneer Accountable Care Organization (ACO) model, a transformative new initiative sponsored by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Innovation Center.

“This type of coordinated care model represents the future of health care delivery,” said Ralph de la Torre, MD, CEO of Steward.  “This partnership with CMS will provide tremendous value to the Medicare beneficiaries that are treated by Steward physicians.”
Through the Pioneer ACO Model, Steward will work with CMS to provide Medicare beneficiaries with higher quality care, while reducing growth in Medicare expenditures through enhanced care coordination.
“As a fully integrated community care organization, Steward’s model is designed to increase care coordination among providers to enhance quality and lower cost,” said Mark Girard, Executive Vice President at Steward.  “We are excited to work with CMS on this innovative program to provide high quality care to Medicare beneficiaries.

The Pioneer ACO Model is designed to encourage the development of ACOs, which are groups of doctors and other healthcare providers who work together to provide high quality care for their patients.  As one in a diverse group of leading-edge health care organizations from around the country, Steward was chosen specifically by the Innovation Center to test the effectiveness of several models of payment in helping organizations make a rapid transition to higher quality care at a lower cost to Medicare.
-more-

"These Pioneer ACOs represent our nation's leaders in health systems innovation, providing highly coordinated care for patients at lower costs," said Marilyn Tavenner, Acting Administrator of CMS. "Steward has demonstrated significant experience in providing high quality, coordinated care, and we are excited to partner with them," Tavenner said.
Under the Pioneer ACO Model, CMS will provide incentives for participating health care providers who form an organization to coordinate care for patients.  Providers who band together through this model will be required to meet quality standards based upon, among other measures, patient outcomes and care coordination among the provider team.
CMS will use robust quality measures and other criteria to reward ACOs for providing beneficiaries with a positive patient experience and better health outcomes, while also 

rewarding Steward for reducing growth in Medicare expenditures for the same patient population.

Unlike a managed care plan, Medicare beneficiaries will not be locked into a restricted panel of providers.  The Pioneer ACO Model is not a health plan or managed care plan.  Under the Pioneer ACO Model, beneficiaries seeing doctors participating in an ACO will maintain the ability to see any doctor or healthcare provider, as well as the full benefits associated with traditional Medicare.
Today's announcement was the culmination of a competitive selection process that began in May with the national release of a Request for Applications from CMS.  Steward was selected based on its demonstrated capabilities to offer high quality, coordinated care.
The Pioneer ACO Model is one of a number of initiatives developed by the new Innovation Center.  The Innovation Center was created by the Affordable Care Act to test new models of health care delivery and payment.
About Steward Health Care

Steward Health Care is the largest fully integrated community care organization and community hospital network in New England.  Headquartered in Boston, Steward is the second largest private employer in MA with more than 16,000 employees serving more than one million patients annually in 85 communities.  Hospitals in the system include Saint Anne’s in Fall River, Holy Family Hospital in Methuen, St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center in Brighton, Norwood Hospital, Carney Hospital in Dorchester, Good Samaritan Medical Center in Brockton, Nashoba Valley Medical Center in Ayer, Merrimack Valley Hospital in Haverhill, Morton Hospital and Medical Center in Taunton and Quincy Medical Center.  Other Steward Health Care entities include Steward Medical Group, Steward Hospice and Home Care, Laboure College, and Por Cristo.   Further information is available at www.steward.org.

Helpful Links
For more information about the Pioneer ACO Model, visit the Pioneer ACO website at www.innovations.cms.gov/areas-of-focus/seamless-and-coordinated-care-models/pioneer-aco/.
The Pioneer ACO Model is one of several initiatives underway at CMS designed to encourage the formation of ACOs.  For more information, visit www.cms.gov/aco.
For more information about the Innovation Center, visit innovations.cms.gov.
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