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NEW RAMP EASES ACCESS FOR CLIENTS OF WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN (WIC) NUTRITION PROGRAM AT QUINCY MEDICAL CENTER

Local Contractors Donated Labor and Equipment to Complete Project

Quincy, MA (September 16, 2009) – Making it to an appointment at the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Nutrition Program at Quincy Medical Center is much easier for clients using strollers or wheelchairs since a new, accessible ramp and entryway were recently installed. The project was completed thanks to the generosity and know-how of a group of local contractors and businesses that donated their services to bring the project to fruition.

“We received a grant from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health to purchase the materials for it, but we had no way to actually build the sorely needed ramp,” explains Irene VanRompay, Director of the WIC program. 

Hearing this plight, Attorney Richard Barry, who is a member of the Quincy Medical Center Board of Trustees and the Rotary Club of Quincy, approached fellow Rotarian Frank Trainor, President of Commonwealth Building, Inc. for help with the project. Trainor signed on as the general contractor, supplying the labor and oversight, and enlisted Holmes and Edward Architects, Inc.; A. Graziano Concrete, Inc.; U Rent It Tools; and Curry Ace Hardware to donate additional services, materials and equipment. 

“Every business owner we contacted for assistance could not have been more receptive and generous,” according to Trainor. “This was one of the most gratifying projects that our own associates have worked on. I tip my hat to their genuine concern about how important this project was, and they were able to see first-hand how a simple access ramp can make a huge difference in the everyday lives of so many people.”

Jon Nelson, QMC’s Assistant Director of Facilities, worked closely with the contractors during the six-week construction project and estimated the cost of the donated services to be more than $20,000.

 “I can’t say enough about Commonwealth Building and all of the other people who made this project happen,” Nelson says. “They really did an outstanding job.”

To acknowledge their efforts and “officially” open the new ramp, Quincy Medical Center hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony on September 15. On hand for the event were members of the Quincy Medical Center Board of Trustees and President’s Advisory Council; City Councilor Jay Davis; Frank Trainor and James Howarth of Commonwealth Building, Inc.; Jim Edwards of Holmes & Edwards Architect, Inc.; Jane Dvorak, acting Director of Operations for the state WIC office; and staff from the QMC WIC office. The WIC program promotes the health and well being of women, infants, children and their families by providing quality nutrition education, nutritious food, and access to health and social services. The WIC Program at Quincy Medical Center is one of seven local offices, which serve more than 5,200 women, infants and children from 20 towns. 

Quincy Medical Center is a 196-bed acute care community-teaching hospital, providing the highest quality, most personalized and comprehensive medical and surgical services to patients throughout the South Shore. A private, nonprofit hospital, QMC has played a vital role in the community since 1890, serving the needs of its diverse patient population without exception. QMC is an academic affiliate of Boston University School of Medicine, and is a leader in quality benchmarks both state and nationwide.
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