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 Core Measure Trend Watch:  
          Pneumonia-3b (PN-3b)  

 

 
 

*Pneumonia Patients Whose Initial Emergency 
Room Blood Culture Was Performed Prior To 
The Administration Of The First Hospital Dose Of 
Antibiotics 

Different types of bacteria can cause pneumonia. 
A blood culture is a test that can help your health 
care provider identify which bacteria may have 
caused your pneumonia, and which antibiotic 
should be prescribed. A blood culture is not 
always needed, but for patients who are first seen 
in the hospital emergency department, it is 
important for the accuracy of the test that blood 
culture be conducted before any antibiotics are 
started. It is also important to start antibiotics as 
soon as possible. 
 
 

 
*Data Source:  Hospital Compare Website, National and State Averages are also taken from the 
Hospital Compare Website for the period October 2009 through September 2010 


